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The Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project (PSNERP)
is a large scale restoration inttiative designed to remove man-made
stressors in the nearshore zone of Puget Sound and restore natural,
self-sustaining processes that are integral to supporting the structures
and functions that provide ecosystem goods and services.

+ The nearshore zone is the transitional area between terrestrial and
aquatic (saltwater) ecosysterms. It is constrained by geologic features
rooted in Puget Sound’s formative glacial history. Mountainous uplands
transition rapidly to deep saltwater areas resulting in a narrow band of
nearshore habitat at the shoreline of Puget Sound.

+ The nearshore zone is a biologically rich and productive area
supporting a diversity of species throughout the food web including
concentrations of waterfowl, shorebirds and raptors; abundant
shellfish; marine mammals; and some of the largest salmon runs in the
lower 48 states. The nearshore zone provides commercial, recreational
and aesthetic benefits to humans that support our livelihood and
quality of life.

+ The nearshore is also appealing to humans with 67% of Washington’s
population living in a county that touches Puget Sound. Human
development within the nearshore zone and adjacent uplands has
resulted in a diverse array of man-made stressors.

+ Within the nearshore, stressors that include diking, dredging, filling,
and amoring, have displaced, destroyed, or modified nearshore
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Puget Sound and its adjacent waters support the largest area of
remaining estuarine wetlands on the West Coast, exceeding the
combined total area of Columbia River and San Francisco Bay
estuarine wetlands by over 30%. Because of its size, tidal exchange,
and freshwater inputs, Puget Sound supports more than twice

the primary productivity of Chesapeake and San Francisco bays
combined.

Recognizing its uniqueness, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (BPA) designated Puget Sound as an “Estuary of National
Significance” in 1988.

The Puget Sound Action Agenda is the federal and state roadmap for
restoring the health of Puget Sound by 2020. Proposed restoration by
PSNERP is an integral component to achieving Action Agenda
recovery targets. The Action Agenda has been approved by BPA as the
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan for Puget Sound
under the BPA’s National Estuary Program and has also been endorsed
by the Puget Sound Federal Caucus (which includes the Corps of

Engineers).

Nearshore restoration actions that improve habitat function are critical
to the recovery and protection of tribal treaty right resources, such

as fish and shellfish, in Puget Sound. US v WA and sub-proceedings
guaranteed Treaty Tribes 50% of salmon (Boldt decision) and shelifish
resources (Rafeedie decision), and confirmed the value of habitat in
order to maintain harvestable populations.

Over a dozen species including fish, mammals and birds, are currently
listed as federally endangered or threatened under the Endangered
Species Act are dependent on the ecosysterms of Puget Sound and
either directly or indirectly on the Puget Sound Nearshore.
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